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THE UNKNOWN PIONEERS MEMORIAL 
UNVEILED APRIL 23, 1961 
The Royal Historical Society of Queensland was 
proud to be associated, in conjunction with the Bris-
bane City Council, with the organisation for and 
erection of the singularly appropriate memorial to the 
UNKNOWN PIONEERS upon the River Bank at 
North Quay, Brisbane. 
The largely-attended ceremony took place on Sun-
day, St. George's Day, April 23, 1961. The Rt. Hon. 
the Lord Mayor (Aid. T. R. Groom, B.A., B.Comm., 
F.C.A.), at the invitation of the President (Sir Raphael 
Cilento) unveiled the Memorial. 
The ceremony was full of colour, appropriate 
dignity, and solemnity befitting the occasion, and the 
dominant note struck was pride in our pioneers, and 
gratitude and thanksgiving for the great legacy they 
have vouchsafed us with their blood and toil, their 
sweat, and their tears. 
The St. Andrew's Pipe Band, in full uniform, took 
up position at 2.45 p.m., and the audience of some 200 
persons was entertained by the stirring skirl and 
drone of the bagpipes until 3 p.m. At that hour, the 
President, who had welcomed the Lord Mayor, the 
official guests, and the subscribers to the Memorial, as 
they arrived and took the seats reserved for them, 
addressed the gathering. 
The President drew a comparison between the 
Memorial to the Unknown Soldier — the representative 
of a great mass of unknown men who had given their 
lives to defend their native lands in World Wars I and 
II — and those unknown pioneers who had given their 
lives to found the Moreton Bay Settlement from which 
Queensland grew. He recalled the earliest visitors and 
explorers; also the castaways Parson, Pamphlet, and 
Finnegan, who guided Oxley to the Brisbane River on 
December 2, 1823 (which they had first seen some six 
months earlier); the nameless convict who, as a mem-
ber of Cunningham's party, had found Cunningham's 
Gap; and in fact, all the early settlers who had lived, 
worked, and died to explore and tame what was then a 
wilderness. Often enough in the early days they had 
lost their labour and their lives, and even more sadly, 
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their children, from the perils of forest fire, flood, 
aboriginals, or typhoid, dysentery, malnutrition, pneu-
monia, and even malaria (brought in by soldiers-
relapse cases from India) in the early years. 
Sir Raphael pointed out, from where he stood, the 
sites of the earliest wharf, and those buildings which 
now stood where the Commandant's quarters, the 
Commissariat Store, the military barracks, the lumber 
yard, the convict barracks, the hospital, and the various 
cottages of minor officials had formerly been placed. 
This brought the President finally to the "historic and 
hallowed spot" on which they were now assembled, for 
near this place, upon which the setting sun shone last 
of all, was the burial place of the children. 
"Tested in the Fire" 
The President referred to the monument itself, a 
great block of hornfeld: black as the unknown land it 
represented; igneous, "tested in the fire," as the 
pioneers themselves were; marked by thousands of 
white threads, some ending abruptly, some spreading 
out with many branches, some uniting, just as the 
pioneers and their families did. Like them, the great 
block of stone was granite hard, rough, and unshaped, 
since they themselves were nameless. 
At this point, four senior Navy and Army Cadets 
(from the Church of England Grammar School, East 
Brisbane), took up position, one at each corner of the 
Memorial, resting on arms reversed. 
Sir Raphael, indicating them, quoted from the 
works of the soldier-poet Lieutenant-Col. John McCrae 
the portion beginning: "To you from failing hands, we 
pass the torch — be yours to hold it high," and called 
on the Lord Mayor to unveil the Stone. 
The Trust Bequeathed Us 
The Lord Mayor (Aid. Groom), in unveiling the 
Stone, emphasised the great achievements of the 
pioneers, the trust they had bequeathed us, and the 
duty we had to better our heritage and to pass it on 
from generation to generation continually enlarged and 
improved, confident that the generations to come would 
respond to the challenge as nobly as the first pioneers 
had done. He then read the inscription aloud as 
follows: 
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To the glory of God 
and as a constant tribute to those 
UNKNOWN PIONEERS 
who died at Moreton Bay Settlement during 
the first perilous years of its founding. 
They no longer rest here: but near this place 
was the earliest known burial ground of our people 
in Queensland. 
"That the generation to come may know them, even the 
children."—Psalm 78, v. 6. 
The Chairman then thanked the Lord Mayor and 
quoted from Rupert Brooks, the soldier-poet buried on 
Lemnos Island, part of the poem that begins: 
"If I should die, think only this of me 
That there's a comer of some foreign field 
Shall be forever England! 
There shall be, in that rich earth, 
A richer dust concealed: a dust that England 
bore " 
and added that, here, it could well be England or Scot-
land or Ireland or Wales, or, indeed, almost any 
country, for men had come from all corners of the 
earth as pioneers to establish Queensland — and were 
still coming. 
He called on the representatives of the Royal 
Society of St. George (R. Haddock, Esq., President); 
the Caledonian Society and Burns Club (Clan Chief-
tain Dr. Alex Mayes); the Queensland Irish Associa-
tion (J. Keogh, Esq., President) ; and the St. David's 
Society (Rev. T. Rees Thomas), each to lay a wreath 
in memory of the pioneers from these great groups. 
This was accordingly done. 
The St. Andrew's Pipe Band, at the conclusion of 
this part of the ceremony, most movingly played "The 
Lament." 
The Chairman, resuming, recalled the fact that in 
the earliest days many of the pioneers died without the 
consolation of religion or any service except, some-
times, a prayer or a few words of eulogy or pity from 
relatives, friends, or fellow workers. "Their names 
are known to God alone," he said, "and their memory, 
where it exists at all, is buried in the hearts of their 
descendants or those of their friends." He then invited 
the Rev. Ralph E. Wicks, of Trinity Church, Fortitude 
Valley, representing the first clergy to be stationed at 
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the Moreton Bay Settlement, to offer tribute and 
prayer for their souls, and to dedicate the monument 
to their memory. This the Rev. Mr. Wicks did in a 
short, sincere, and inspiring address, followed by a 
dedicatory prayer, all standing and participating in 
this impressive conclusion to the ceremony. 
The Chairman then thanked all those who had 
assisted, subscribed, or attended; the monument guard 
came to attention; the Pipe Band again thrilled those 
present with the martial rhythm of its music, and as 
they marched off, the audience slowly dispersed. 
The names of the pioneers "are known to God 
alone and are buried in the hearts of their descendants 
and admirers." No names will appear on the Memorial 
itself, which bears an inconspicuous tablet announcing 
that it was erected "by the Brisbane City Council and 
by subscribers through the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland, 1961." 
"Buried in the heart" of the concrete base of the 
monument, however, will be a cylinder, hermetically 
sealed, enclosing a parchment with the names of all 
subscribers, and, if they so desire, a noting "in memory 
of" so-and-so — an ancestor or a pioneer otherwise 
uncommemorated, and from any State of the Common-
wealth or New Zealand, so that in passing, the donor 
may recall with pride that this monument, erected to 
"the unknown pioneers," includes a tribute to his own 
pioneer ancestor, or signifies, at any rate, his admira-
tion of them and his belief in Queensland and its 
future. 
